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It is exciting to join you for the launch of your first annual Diplomacy Day. I have 

learned this is the result of your Diplomacy Task Force’s work, led by David Woodward. 
As I am sure you know, David is president of the ACE Language Institute – a strong 
partner with Seattle Pacific University. I’d like to offer my special thanks to David for all 
his work on creating this Diplomacy Day. I appreciate his many contributions to Seattle 
Pacific and to the Seattle Rotary. 

 
This day is about making international and cross-cultural partnerships stronger – 

extending the aim to expand Rotary’s influence both in the region and around the globe. 
 
Rotary’s mission of advancing world understanding connects closely to an 

important trend in higher education: the tremendous number of international students 
coming to the US. 
 

 According to US News & World Report, the US hosted more students from 
abroad last year than ever before. 
  

 In all, more than 970,000 international undergraduate and graduate students 
attended US colleges and universities in 2014-15. You heard that right: 970,000 
international students. 
 

 In 2015, the UW enrolled 1,393 international students. 
  

 We expect our own international student community at SPU to grow from our 
current 4% to 10% of our population in the coming five years.  
 
Why is the international student community in the US growing so rapidly? 
 
The United States – as a whole – has a leading higher education brand. 18 out of 

20 of the highest-ranked universities in the world are in the US and 30 out of the 50 
highest ranked institutions are in the US.  

 
There is enormous unsatisfied demand for higher education in developing 

economies. There will be extraordinary demographic changes in the next 40 years as 
our world population is projected to grow from 6 billion to 9 billion, and economic growth 
continues to rise in developing economies. Higher education provides the pathway and 
fuel for economic and societal growth. In Washington State, we have a particularly large 
number of students coming from abroad. For that, we can thank our Pacific Rim 
location. It attracts students interested in making Seattle – a truly global city – their 
home.  
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Seattle has vibrant industries. Aerospace, technology, and consumer retail, all 

offering the promise of professional opportunities for international students. Internships, 
networking, and potential employment are helping make this region an attractive and 
desirable location to learn and live.   

 

So, it is clear, international students are drawn to our region – but you may 
question whether this explosion of international students is important? Does it make a 
difference to our shared business interests?   

 
I believe it does.  
 
This growth reinforces something big. Education is a capacity-building endeavor. 

Seattle is growing as a global destination for global thinkers, and education becomes a 
gateway from overseas to our own city’s industries. 

 
Our city already has an extraordinarily advanced workforce. But to ensure 

employees don’t migrate to other cities around the world, we must continue to attract 
the best minds. 

 
Higher education contributes by supplying the root talent for employers. Talent 

that can be developed and scaled for industry growth. Given the growth in our local 
economy, clearly this is important for companies in Seattle.  

 
Beyond preparation for achieving success in Seattle’s economy, higher 

education also prepares students for a deeper understanding of cultures overseas. This 
attribute is critically important for cities such as Seattle that intersect and support our 
global economy. 

 
Let me unpack a few examples of the role of higher education and global 

engagement.   
  

 Consider the Fulbright Scholar Program. As you know, at the heart of this 
program is the intent to increase mutual understanding between people of the US 
and other countries. At universities, we prepare and ultimately send students and 
faculty overseas through the Fulbright Program. At SPU, we have had 5 students 
win the Fulbright the last five years and we currently have two semi-finalists. 
These individuals show themselves to be the best and brightest as they interact 
with leaders from other countries. The long-term impact from these interactions 
can be substantial. 
 

 Higher education institutions around the region have exhibited a commitment to 
global engagement. Two years ago the Seattle Times reported that Washington 
colleges lead the nation in Peace Corps volunteers. The UW sent 107 
graduates into the Peace Corps in 2014, in part because of their commitment to 
innovation and to addressing poverty. Western Washington University, sent 73. 
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That same year SPU ranked 14th in the nation for Peace Corps volunteers 
among universities with a student enrollment below 5,000. 
 

 There also exists a depth and breadth to regional support programs. David 
Woodward’s ACE Language Institute offers intensive English language classes. 
This in turn brings a valued international flavor to our campuses. ACE is a 
nonprofit, located just a few blocks from SPU. During the school year, ACE 
students get to know Seattle Pacific students through “Culture Connections,” a 
program that matches SPU student volunteers with ACE students which allows 
international students to practice their English skills, while also allowing SPU 
students a glimpse of a wider world. 
 

 Many universities offer study abroad programs to assist students in becoming 
internationally literate and globally aware. At SPU alone, nearly 230 students 
studied or volunteered abroad last year in more than 25 countries. In addition to 
traditional study abroad, we offer opportunities in foreign countries in a variety of 
disciplines such as nursing, engineering, ministry, business, or another academic 
endeavor.  
 

 For some of the best academic programs, there is an interdisciplinary quality. 
At SPU, this means that in addition to our Global Development Studies major, we 
integrate global issues into disciplines such as the liberal arts, economics, 
theology, and the sciences. We want our students to have a global perspective. 
We hope this perspective will help them better understand the complexities of the 
world, as well as our immediate region. Interdisciplinary learning around global 
issues is subtle, but significant as it multiplies students’ intellect and awareness.  
 
I have a great real-life example. Let me tell you the story of Tim Hanstad. Tim is 

our Alumnus of the Year. Tim is someone who fights for the rights of the world’s 
poorest. 
 

 A 1985 graduate of SPU and the UW Law School, Tim is co-founder and senior 
advisor of Landesa, a Seattle-based nonprofit that works in more than 50 
countries to secure land rights for the world’s most impoverished. 
  

 Landesa works to strengthen land rights for the world’s poor by developing, 
monitoring, and implementing land-related laws and programs. The organization 
has worked to secure land rights for more than 115 million families. 
  

 This interest of Tim’s can be traced back to the classroom. SPU political science 
classes solidified Tim’s focus on social justice and introduced him to the concept 
of land reform. 
   

 Today, as Tim travels the world – up to 140 days a year – he meets people face-
to-face and learns firsthand what land ownership can bring: food, income, and 
dignity. 
 

https://spu.edu/depts/uc/response/new/2015-autumn/alumni/land-for-the-least.asp
http://www.landesa.org/
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 Many times he hears: “I was a nobody, but now I’m somebody. I’m a landowner 
and can hold my head high. 

 It is inspiring for me to consider how many of today’s students, studying in 
excellent universities across our region, will go on to help address some of our 
world’s most complex needs.  
 
Let me close by saying this: I believe that internationalization is a long-term 

process and can often begin on a personal level in the academic setting. This is where 
students are prepared for professional lives, lives that can both help businesses grow 
and contribute to the well-being of communities.  

 
A college campus is where tomorrow’s entrepreneurs and visionary leaders can 

wake up to our complex world. The awakening happens in activities such as internships, 
classroom experiences, and by studying abroad. 

 
As Seattle has grown into a global city, SPU wants to partner with you – bringing 

talented international and US students to your front door. It’s a part of how we can live 
out our University vision: to engage the culture and change the world.  
 

Thank you. 


